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125 and 200 feet below the surface. The drift soils on which the
rice is planted are underlaid, moreover, by an impervious clay,
which retains moisture as long as it is wanted, but facilitates drainage
and allows of the use of heavy harvesting machinery instead of the
sickle, which can alone be used where the soil is not dry and firm
at the time of harvest. The yield has also been greatly improved
by the importation of better milling varieties from Japan.
American exports of rice are now greater than the imports.
Sugar-cane is raised largely in the river bottoms of the delta of
the Mississippi, where Louisiana now produces the greater part.of
the cane sugar grown in the continental United States. In 1906,
for the first time, the production of beet-sugar surpassed that of
cane sugar, and the north and west now outstrip the south in the
manufacture of that commodity. Partly on this account, partly
because of the importation of cane sugar from Hawaii, the Philip-
pines, and elsewhere, and partly as the result of disease among the
canes, the output of Louisiana rapidly declined, but is again begin-
ning to show an upward movement. To the east of the Mississippi
delta the coastal region produces fruit and vegetables, and in
Florida citrus fruits (oranges and grape fruit) are grown. Cotton,
it may be noted, is excluded from the whole of the coastal strip
round the Gulf by an autumn rainfall of at least 10 inches.
The mineral wealth of this region is also of some importance.
Within the prairie section of it there lies a part of the south-western
coalfield of Arkansas, Oklahoma, and north Texas. It has now
an output of over 2,000,000 tons, some of which goes north-
ward, where it comes into competition with the product of the
Western field, but the greater part of which finds its market in the
south. Petroleum is obtained in the plains of Louisiana and Texas,
aiyi these states provide over 45 per cent of the United States out-
put (U.S. average 1937-8, 168,000,000 tons; world, 275,000,000).
The Atlantic and Gulf Plains, and that part of the southern prairie
associated with them, are therefore chiefly devoted to agricultural
pursuits. Climatic conditions, while not so unfavourable to the
white man as was at one time believed, account for the introduction
into the south of an alien race, unfitted by nature to develop the
resources of the country to their fullest extent. On the open
prairie lands of Texas, where the negro has never settled in large
numbers, economic progress has within recent years been very